The FUTURE OF SPORT IN FURTHER EDUCATION
The Association of Colleges, based at 2-5 Stedham Place, London, WC1A 1HU, is seeking bidders for AoC Invitation to Tender (ITT) reference AoC0001. The first stage of the tendering process is to lodge an expression of interest (EoI) with AoC by 17.00hrs, 17 September 2009. Upon lodging your EoI, you will be sent the full tender documentation by email. The EoI process is detailed at the end of this document.
This ITT is for the supply of a research report as further detailed below.  The research has been agreed and is supported by Sport England who will be involved in the selection process. The purpose of the ITT is to invite quotations against a pre-determined set of requirements.  AoC will identify and select the most economically advantageous tender in terms of:

a) Value for Money (VFM)
b) Quality of the proposal
c) Best fit to the ITT requirements.
You should respond clearly and precisely, and present your best total-cost delivery solution to meet the needs outlined within the ITT.  You should develop and present your Quotation with the intention that it represents your best VFM proposal, as this may be your only opportunity to present your best offer. The deadline for completed tenders is 17.00hrs, 25 September 2009.
Tender Schedule

	Tender Stage
	Times and Dates

	AoC issue ITT 
	11 September 2009

	Final Date for Expressions of Interest and 

Applicant Clarification Requests
	17.00, 17 September 2009

	Issue of Final ITT Clarifications
	17.00, 22 September 2009

	Final Date for receipt of Proposals by AoC
	13.00, 25 September 2009

	AoC advise Applicants of selection for Interview
	17.00, 29 September 2009

	Interviews at AoC
	2 October 2009

	Contract Awarded
	5 October 2009

	First meeting between AoC and successful applicant
	6 October 2009


Statement of Works
The title of this ITT is “The future of sport in further education.” 

Whilst there is disparate research available on sports participation in further education Colleges, this data has not been pulled together to help identify patterns or relationships in participation or to identify potential gaps in the information available for analysis. Without a solid base of information on current activity, it is not possible to recommend appropriate actions to improve sports delivery within Colleges, either at a local or strategic level. 

As a result, AoC and Sport England have agreed to co-fund a piece of work around sport in the further education sector.

Through this piece of work, AoC are seeking to accomplish a number of aims, i.e. to collate all existing research in the area of further education sport; conduct additional information-gathering where necessary and appropriate; and identify some practical ways in which the infrastructures supporting College and community sport can help individual Colleges to engage even more effectively with sporting opportunities within their local communities, as well as to develop internal access for their students.  

The overarching aim of the research is to provide an overview of existing College sport and its structure, and set out recommendations for improvements in current delivery of sports within Colleges, both at a strategic and participation level. 

At the strategic level, the research will: 
· seek to identify what improvements can be made to enhance the support to College sport across England, and 

· determine good practice for local College links with external community  organisations and the processes by which students are signposted to them, to be able to access sport. 

At the participation level, the research will focus on areas where Colleges can directly influence student participation across the range of formal and informal sports participation opportunities, providing case studies to demonstrate what works well.

It is intended that the research considers competitive and non-competitive opportunities, and formal and informal participation.
Expression of Interest Process

In order to lodge an expression of interest, please email Teresa Frith – 
teresa_frith@aoc.co.uk before 17.00 hrs, 17 September 2009. 
Please include the following information:

· The name of the Tender opportunity:
‘The future of sport in further education’

· The name and job title of the key contact for the tender within your organisation, with their contact email and telephone number.

A copy of the full tender documentation will then be sent out to this Authorised 
Representative via email. All future correspondence with your organisation will be 
through this Authorised Representative.
